
outline
Antarctica is the coldest, windiest and most inaccessible 
continent – and now one of the most affected by climate change. 
Conservation biologist Louise K. Blight recounts a summer on 
Ross Island, where Shackleton and Scott once set out for the 
Pole, studying Adélie penguins with pioneering scientist David 
Ainley.

Together they document how a massive iceberg reshapes 
the landscape and the lives of tens of thousands of penguins 
struggling to breed amid unrelenting weather and endless 
daylight. Their observations capture both the resilience of 
wildlife and the mental toll of extreme isolation.

Interwoven with stories of explorers past and present, the 
narrative also charts Blight’s own journey through grief. 
Blending memoir, science and travelogue, Where the Earth 
Meets the Sky is a meditation on resilience, loss and the healing 
power of the natural world.
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and professor at the University of Victoria. 
She serves as the co-chair of the birds 
specialist group of the Committee on the 
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada, 
the expert national body that assesses 
threatened species.

Memoir / Nature
April 2026
£20 
HB Royal 336pp
30 colour images
ISBN 978-1-90890-667-0

ADVANCE INFORMATION

key sales points
•	 Author is a leading ecologist with more than fifty trips to 

Antarctica and over fifty scientific publications
•	 A lyrical blend of memoir, science and travelogue for readers 

of Helen Macdonald, Barry Lopez and Sara Wheeler
•	 Publishing to coincide with Earth Day, supported by a 

comprehensive PR campaign and book tour

‘Stunning ... hauntingly beautiful’ 
Kate Rawles, author of The Life Cycle

‘A captivating memoir ... a wonderful addition  
to Antarctica’s rich literary history’

Gloria Dickie, author of Eight Bears: Mythic Past  
and Imperiled Future
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for readers
•	 With an interest in memoir, travel writing, environmental 

non-fiction, the natural world and popular science
•	 Fans of Elizabeth Kolbert, David Wallace-Wells, Chloe 

Dalton
•	 Readers of gripping memoirs that explore emotional 

healing

‘The wonder, beauty, and tragedy of nature meet 
human love, fear, and dispute. A fascinating story of 

the family life of penguins and those who study them.’ 

Brian Hall, author of High Risk

‘An elegant and insightful memoir ... made rich and 
textured through the sharp eyes of Louise Blight.’

Harley Rustad, author of Lost in the Valley of Death

‘Deeply felt and expansive. Vividly chronicles Antarc-
tica’s isolation and science’s human endeavour.’

 Bradley James, author of Deep Water

‘There is so much to praise here – Louise K. Blights 
lyrical portrayals of Antarctica’s ever-changing skies, 

landscapes and ice, and how she draws us deeply into 
the world of Adélie penguins.’

Maria Coffey, author of Where the Mountain  
Casts Its Shadow and Instead
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