
Aardvark Day
Victoria Gatehouse, illustrated by Kate Lucy Foster

A fun and fact-filled poetry book from a former zoologist!

• Cross-curricular STEM themes, with creative descriptions of flora and fauna,
and interesting factual notes included alongside the poems

• The next children's poetry book from independent publisher The Emma
Press, whose authors are regularly shortlisted for the CLiPPA Poetry Award

• Featuring writing exercises for young writers in the final pages

• For fans of The Lost Words by Robert Macfarlane and I Am the Seed That
Grew the Tree (ed. Fiona Waters)

About the book
What can we learn from dragonflies, aardvarks, elephants, weeds and peat?
Take a stroll through the natural world with Victoria Gatehouse and let’s find
out together. From frogs with superpowers to otters with pockets, Aardvark
Day is full of poems that shine a light on the fascinating lives of creatures and
wildlife – and it’s all true!

As a zoologist and nature lover, Gatehouse shares her passion for quirky
creatures and fascinating plants in her debut children’s collection.

Beautifully illustrated with organic-feeling, lively line drawings by Kate Lucy
Foster, and accompanied by factual notes alongside the poems and poem-
writing prompts at the end for budding writers.

Reviews
"Beautifully crafted and sparkling with imagination, this delightful collection
celebrates the natural world with tenderness, wit and a true sense of wonder." -
Kate Wakeling, author of Cloud Soup & Moon Juice
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Author bio:
Vicky Gatehouse is an awardwinning
poet and children’s writer, based in
Yorkshire. She originally trained as a
zoologist and loves to write about
animals and nature. Vicky’s poems for
children have appeared in Tyger
Tyger, The Toy, Little Thoughts Press,
Northern Gravy, and various Pan
Macmillan anthologies. She was
Highly Commended for the
Caterpillar Prize, 2025. A pamphlet of
Vicky’s poetry for adults, The
Mechanics of Love, published by
Smith | Doorstop, was selected as a
‘Laureate’s Choice’ by Carol Ann Duffy
in 2019, and her debut adult’s
collection, The Hawthorn Bride was
published by Indigo Dreams in 2024.


